
 

The National Organic Standards Board met in Arlington, VA,    
November 27 - 30, 2007. 
 

The Aquaculture Symposium held prior to the NOSB meeting proved very infor-
mative. Two panels of experts provided information on nutrition and net pens. In 
general comments attendees noted that the information presented was very useful. 
The presentations will all eventually be posted on the NOP website. 
 
The actual NOSB meeting began with an update of the National Organic Program 
from Barbara Robinson which addressed the following topics: 
�� Complaint against NOSB Board Member 

Program and Board received a complaint pertaining to an NOSB Board member 
regarding a possible ethics violation. The complaint asked the Program & 
Board to take action. The complaint alleged that the NOSB Board Member ne-
glected to a state conflict of interest or recuse themselves from votes. The com-
plaint asked for removal of the Board member. Barbara stated that no FACA, 
OFPA, or NOP regulations have been violated. The Procedures adopted by the 
NOSB are not law. Barbara stated that members of the Board have a built in 
conflict of interest, and that essentially is their value to the Board. To recuse 
from discussion is in effect to shirk duty, and deny industry expertise. Recusal 
is up to Board, or to individual member. Members may declare an conflict of 
interest for: exclusive interest with petitioner or if they stand to materially gain 
from a vote.  Barbara caution against recusal due to quorum requirements – in-
dustry is denied a full bodied vote. The Program has reviewed this complaint, 
but will not pursue any action.  

�� Pasture Recommendation  
NOP has received clearance on pasture rule with attorneys – satisfied on actual 
language – working on ancillary documents: impact; cost benefit; paperwork 
reduction; once this is done it goes to OMB. OMB considers all NOP rules 
“significant” and Congress must address and review.                          Cont. on  page 2  

~  Special  ~ 
NOSB Meeting Highlights 

By Patricia Kane, ACA  Coordinator 
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NOSB Meeting Highlights (cont.) 
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�� Information available to the Public  
Due to the great amount of Program time devoted to addressing FOIA requests, beginning in 
2008 the Program will begin publishing additional information on a new E-NOP electronic 
reading room. This page will contain all types of information pertaining to how the NOP con-
ducts business, with the hope that this will reduce the number of FOIA requests. Information 
will be available about the accredited certifiers including the list of clients; audit reports, appeal 
decisions; and eventually all noncompliances & decisions made by the NOP.  

�� Equivalence Discussion with Canada 
NOP is moving ahead with equivalence discussions with Canada; waiting for office of Trade 
Representative (White House) to give green light to take next step and move to formal discus-
sions. Canada standards will be in effect 12.2008. Discussions will determine if there is a possi-
bility of an equivalence program – this could not be done with EU. Canada has problems with 
our allowance of Chilean nitrate and potassium chloride. They have antibiotics. There are some 
renewed discussions with Japan; we would like them to remove materials restrictions.  

�� Dockets: 
Signed off on sunset 2008 
Signed off on sunset 2011 
Signed off on livestock medications; will be published next week. 

 
   

National Organic Standards Board Votes 
 

Certification, Accreditation & Compliance Committee 

�� Due to the public comments received, the Certification, Accreditation, & Compliance 
Committee changed the Certification of Multi-site Operation Recommendation to a 
“discussion” item. The Committee will review this and present a revised recommenda-
tion at the Spring 2008 Meeting. 

�� Due to the public comments received, the Certification, Accreditation & Compliance 
Committee revised the Commercial Availability Recommendation to address only 
handling. All references to commercial availability of organic seed were removed from 
consideration of this document. The Board will continue to work on a separate organic 
seed commercial availability document for the Spring 2008 Board meeting. 

�� Vote:   Yes       15         No    0 

�� The Revised Commercial Availability Recommendation is attached. 

Standardized Certificate Recommendation 

�� Modification:  205.404(d) end of sentence – strike: or should the certification be al-
lowed to expire. 

�� Vote:    Yes   15        No    0 
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NOSB Meeting Highlights (cont.) 
Board Votes (cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Development Committee 

�� Revision of the Board Policy Manual Vote:             Yes   15                No    0 

�� New NOSB Member Guide Vote:        Yes   15            No     0 

Joint Policy Development, Crops and Livestock Committee 

�� Guidance on the Certification of Opera-
tions Involved in Crops Research 

Vote:       Yes   15              No    0 

�� Guidance on Temporary Research   
Variances 

Vote:       Yes   15             No    0 

Handling & Crops Committees 

Petitioned Materials 

Grape Seed Extract 

  

Vote:           Yes     7           No    8 

No:   Tina, Hugh, Kevin, Jeff, Jennifer,      
    Gerald, Bea, Dan 

Recommendation to be added to §205.606 

Motion Failed 

 Gellan Gum 

 [petitioner asked for addition to  
 605(b)] 

  

Vote:          Yes     13           No   2 

Tina, Katrina, to consider as non-synthetic 

Vote:         Yes     15          No   0 
Recommendation to add to §205.605(a) 

Aqueous Potassium Silicate - 

no industrial bi-products allowed in 
manufacture;  for use as insecticide 

  

Motion to remove annotation: 

Vote:        Yes   11     No   3    Abstain  1 
No:  Kevin, Jeff , Rigo,      Abstain:  Bea      

Motion Passes 

Vote:        Yes     15          No  0 
 Recommendation to add to  §205.601(e) 
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������� ����	
�������
�

Aqueous Potassium Silicate - 

no industrial bi-products allowed in 
manufacture;  for us as plant disease 
control 

Motion to remove annotation: 
Vote:         Yes   11     No   3    Abstain  1 

No:  Kevin, Jeff , Rigo,   Abstain:  Bea     
Motion Passes 

Vote:        Yes   15          No  0 
 Recommendation to add to  §205.601(i) 

Sodium Carbonate Peroxyhydrate 

  

Vote:         Yes   14              No  1    
Bea 

Recommendation to add to §205.601(a) as 
algaecide 

Sodium Ferric Hydroxy EDTA 

  

Vote:         Yes    0             No   15    
Recommendation to add to §205.601(h) 
Failed 

Handling & Crops Committees 

Petitioned Materials (cont.) 

Sunset Materials 

Agar-Agar, Animal Enzymes, Cal-
cium Sulfate, Carrageenan 

Vote:         Yes    15           No   0 

Recommendation to relist as a group to 
§205.605(a) 

Calcium Chloride Vote:          Yes     15          No   0 

Recommendation to retain on National List 
section §205.602(c) with annotation 

Cellulose Vote:           Yes     15          No  0 

Recommendation is to relist on §205.605(b) 

Copper Sulfate 

  

Vote:          Yes   11     No 3    Abstain  1 
No:      Bea, Kevin, Hugh           Abstain  Joe 

Recommendation to retain on section 
§205.601(e)(3) 
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Handling & Crops Committees 

Sunset Materials 

NOSB Meeting Highlights (cont.) 

Glucono-delta-lactone               Vote:           Yes    15         No   0 

Recommendation is to relist on §205.605(a) 

Ozone Gas 

  

Vote:          Yes     15        No   0 

Recommendation to retain on section 
§205.601(a)(5) 

Peracetic Acid 

  

Vote:         Yes     15         No   0 

Recommendation to retain on section 
§205.601(a)(6) 

EPA List of 3 inerts in passive phero-
mone dispensers 

  

Vote:    Yes     13     No   0    Abstain  2 
Bea, Julie 

§205.601(m)(2)(ii) 

Livestock Committee 

Aquaculture Working Group:  Supple-
ment to Interim Final Report on Bivalve 
Mollusks 

Vote:           Yes  15         No   0 
  
Motion to accept supplement to Interim Final 
Report 

Other Board Action 
The Pet Food Standards will remain a discussion document at this time. The Definition of Materials 
document received many public comments indicating revision is needed in this document. This will 
remain a discussion document for now. 

 
New NOSB Officers 
Andrea Caroe’s term on the Board has expired. This was her last meeting. New Officers were 
elected, they are: 

 
Rigo Delgado – Chair 
Jeff Moyer – Vice Chair 
Katrina Heinz – Secretary 
 

Committees for 2008 
Committee Chairs for 2008 remain the same with the exception of the Policy Development Com-
mittee. Bea James will chair this committee. 
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Crops Committee 
New Petitions 
State of Hydroponics 
Collaboration of CAC on organic seed  
     recommendation 
Review mushroom guidelines 
 

Certification, Accreditation & Compliance 
Committee 

Multi-site certification 
Seed Availability Recommendation 

 

Handling Committee 
Definition of Materials 
Materials for Sunset Review – tartaric acid 
Review of Petitioned Materials 

Calcium from seaweed 
Calcium hydroxide 
Proprionic acid 
Yeast 
Low methoxy pectin 

Additions to 205.606 – 15 items 

NOSB Meeting Highlights (cont.) 

Materials 
Petitions & Sunset Items – Yeast 
Definition of Materials – nonag definition 
Process for access to CBI info 
 

Policy 
Complete database of recommendations 
New Member Guide updates – creation of 

link of final recommendations; list of 
common technical sources used by com-
mittees 

Updates to Policy Manual 
 

Livestock 
Aquaculture – net pens fish meal fish oil, 

compost, aquatic plants, mollusks 
Materials 

 Phenbendizole 
 Methionine 

Outdoor access for poultry guidelines 
Animal health and care issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Row (l-r): Tracy  Miedema, Gerald Davis, Jeff Moyer, Rigo Delgado, Steve DeMuri, Dan Giacomini 
Middle Row (l-r): Valerie Frances, Julie Weisman, Andrea Caroe, Jennifer Hall, Katrina Heinz, Tina Ellor, Bea James 
Back Row (l-r): Kevin Engelbert, Joe Smillie, Hugh Karreman 

Committee Work Plan for 2008 
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ACA Meeting Notes 

ACA held an informal meeting on November 28, during the NOSB meeting week and 16 attendees 
were present.  
 
Discussion focused on the best process to finalize positions regarding certain topics. It was noted 
that participation from members has not been high in the discussions where we hoped to reach 
some conclusion. Also noted was that not all certifiers have experience with all issues. It was felt 
that ACA wants to encourage the discussion among all certifiers, but perhaps only those accredited 
in a certain area would vote on the outcome. Several members noted that it is difficult for them to 
participate in these discussions, because decisions regarding standards issues need to be reviewed 
by their board. 
 
Another suggestion was to organize a “committee” around a specific topic, that would develop in-
formation and a position which would then be submitted to the membership for review.  
 
Several members expressed the opinion that there is a difference between ACA taking a position 
and member certifiers adopting the policy, as certifiers already have their own procedures. 
 
One member suggested that we “pick the low hanging fruit” i.e. chose a simple topic and seek to 
reach conclusion on it. We could then progress to more difficult issues. 
 
Other topics discussed was the need to establish regular communication with NOP in order to share 
ACA points of view. Pat shared that membership is continuing to increase and that there is much 
interest in the upcoming ACA / NASOP Training Program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seated (l-r):    Gwendolyn Wyard, OTCO; Dave Engel, NICS & OTCO; Connie Karr, OTCO; 
Back row (l-r):  Sam Welsh, One Cert; Jackie von Ruden, MOSA; Steve Walker, MOSA; Tiffanie Huson 
Labbe, OTCO; Lisa Engelbert, NOFA-NY; Nicole Dehne, VOF; Leslie Zuck, PCO; Jake Lewin, CCOF; 
Ramkrishnan, QCS; Marty Mesh, QCS; DeEtta Bilek, OCIA; Emily Brown Rosen, PCO; Sue Baird, QAI 
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