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To: CCOF Certified Processors
Re: IMPORTANT CHANGES TO “COMMERCIAL AVAILABILITY” RULE

After June 9, 2007, “Organic” products containing non-organic agricultural ingredients
(NOAIs) may not be produced or sold, unless the non-organic ingredient is on the National List
(NOP §205.6006). Commercial availability will not be considered. The USDA announced this
change to the National Organic Program (NOP) regulation that will affect NOAIs in products
labeled “organic.” Processors currently using NOAISs that are not on the National List must either
find an organic alternative, or re-label the product as “Made with Organic (specified ingredient(s))”
by June 9, 2007.

BACKGROUND

The July 1, 2005 USDA announcement is the result of the recent lawsuit against the USDA, Harvey
v. Johanns, and the subsequent District Court judgment. The NOP regulation previously allowed
certifying agents to determine whether clients may use NOAIs based on “commercial
availability.” The Court ruled this practice is not in keeping with the Organic Products Act. There
will be other changes regarding use of synthetic substances, but not immediately. See the Summer
2005 issue of CCOF's magazine, "Certified Organic," for more information.

AGRICULTURAL INGREDIENTS (aka Products or Substances)

An agricultural product is “Any agricultural commodity or product, whether raw or processed, including any
commodity or product derived from livestock, that is marketed in the United States for human or livestock
consumption” (NOP 205.2). This includes non-organic hops, specialty wines, specialty olives,
spices, and similar "agricultural" ingredients.

NOAIs ON THE NATIONAL LIST

The only NOAIs on the National List are native cornstarch, water-extracted gums (Arabic,
guar, locust bean, and carob bean), kelp, unbleached lecithin, and high methoxy pectin (per
NOP §205.6006). Unless other ingredients are petitioned and approved by the USDA, these are the
only NOAIs that will be allowed in products labeled or sold as "organic" after June 9, 2007.

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW
e Ifyou use NOAIs please start looking for alternatives or consider label changes.

¢ You may petition the USDA to allow essential ingredients, a lengthy process. See the
USDA website for instructions http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/Petition/PetiionHome.html .

e CCOF will "remind" you of this change whenever we find you use non-organic agricultural
ingredients. Please notify CCOF in advance of any changes by updating your Product
Profiles and/or by submitting new labels to CCOF before printing.

e CCOF's Handler Staff is happy to help if you have questions.

Janning Kennedy — ext. 20, janning@ccof.org
Karen Egerton — ext. 25. karen@ccof.org  Ellie Downing — ext. 26, clizabeth@ccof.org

1115 Mission Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060-3526 * (831) 423-2263 « fax (831) 423-4528 ¢ ccofeccof.org * www.ccof.org




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


