
 

July 15, 2009 
 
 
To: Members, House Committee on Agriculture (list attached)  
         SENT BY FAX 
From: Claudia Reid, Policy and Program Director, CCOF 
 
Re: HR 2749 
 
CCOF (California Certified Organic Farmers) is one of the largest and oldest organic 
certifiers in North America.  We certify more than 2200 members to the National Organic 
Program, with members in 39 states and 3 other countries.  Since 1973 we have advanced the 
integrity of the organic label, helping our clients provide healthful, local and fresh produce, 
as well as high-quality processed goods, to consumers. 
 
We commend Congress’ efforts to tackle the difficult issue of food safety and feel strongly 
that the US food system needs to be much safer.   
 
We provide the following input for your use in the House Agriculture Committee meeting 
scheduled for Thursday, July 16, 2009.  We are distressed that although agribusiness, large 
farm organizations and the food industry will be represented at that hearing, there is 
apparently only one organic farmer on the agenda, who does not represent any of the trade 
associations or certifiers throughout the country that have been watching the development of 
HR 2749 and other food safety proposals with extreme interest and concern.  Organic is the 
fastest sector of the US food system, so it is indeed a troublesome oversight that our industry 
is not allowed to participate in this hearing with a larger presence that just one farmer. 
 
Following are questions and remarks we would make, were we given the opportunity to 
testify at the hearing: 
 

• Why are all food “facilities” under this proposed law, even those that gross less than 
$500,000 annually, subject to the same registration fee of $500/year?  This is a 
regressive tax that disproportionally impacts smaller producers.  Why is the proposed 
law written so that a small processor must pay the same fee as the largest facilities in 
the US food system?  It would be simple to create a sliding scale for the fee 
assessment, so that everyone participates in funding the provisions of HR 2749 but at 
a rate that they can all afford.  America’s “small” farms are growing at the fastest 
rate, and legislation such as HR 2749 could seriously jeopardize the diminishing 
profit margins of our farms, both small and mid-size, to the point where only large-
scale agribusiness farming and processing are practiced in this country.   

 
• Current provisions in HR 2749 could actually encourage farmers to remove important 

wildlife habitat and buffer strips that protect streams and rivers, in an effort to create 
the desired “sterile” on-farm environment, free of bacteria.  There is evidence that 



creating a “sterile” farming environment will NOT decrease food-borne illness 
outbreaks, because the illnesses are not caused by those organisms present in a 
biologically diverse environment.  It is crucial that our food safety laws harmonize 
with environmental protection, and with the National Organic Program rule which 
requires farmers to maintain and improve the biodiversity and natural resource base 
of their operations.  HR 2749 as currently written could be in direct conflict with the 
National Organic Program rule.  We encourage you and your staff to work with 
CCOF and other organic organizations to make sure this does not happen.  HR 2749 
and other proposals must focus on the points in the food system that are creating the 
illness problems, not damage the organic system’s biologically integrated approach to 
farming. 

 
• Currently, under the Organic Foods Protection Act of 1990, organic producers must 

comply with food safety standards.  HR 2749 creates a second burdensome set of 
standards that are often duplicative of existing laws, and with significant additional 
administrative costs.  This circumstance could actually act as a disincentive for 
farmers who might want to transition from conventional to organic.  It is important 
for House Agriculture Committee members to realize that the organic industry can 
provide a model for all other farmers and processors, in terms of ability to trace 
products, keep accurate and complete records, and comply with strict regulations.  
HR 2749 and other food safety proposals should use the organic system as a template 
for regulation, and not create new laws and regulations that are duplicative, 
unnecessary and burdensome for this rapidly growing segment of American 
agriculture. 

 
We appreciate your attention to our issues, and welcome the opportunity to discuss them with 
you.  I can be reached at Claudia@ccof.org, or 916-443-6480. 
 
This letter was faxed to the following Members of Congress: 

Democrats 

  

Representative Phone FAX 
Collin Peterson (MN-7), Chair  202-225-2165 202-225-1593 
Tim Holden (PA-17)  202-225-5546 202-226-0996 
Mike McIntyre (NC-7) 202-225-2731 202-225-5773 
Leonard Boswell (IA-3) 202-225-3806 202-225-5608 
Joe Baca (CA-43) 202-225-6161 202-225-8671 
Dennis Cardoza (CA-18) 202-225-6131 202-225-0819 
David Scott (GA-13) 202-225-2939 202-225-4628 
Jim Marshall (GA-8) 202-225-6531 202-225-3013 



Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (SD-at 
large) 

202-225-2801 202-225-5823 

Henry Cuellar (TX-28)  202-225-1640 202-225-1641 
Jim Costa (CA-20) 202-225-3341 202-225-9308 
Brad Ellsworth (IN-8) 202-225-4636 202-225-3284 
Tim Walz (MN-1) 202-225-2472 202-225-3433 
Steve Kagen (WI-8) 202-225-5665 202-225-5729 
Kurt Schrader (OR-5) 202-225-5711 202-225-5699 
Deborah Halvorson (IL-11) 202-225-3635 202-225-3521 
Kathleen Dahlkemper (PA-3) 202-225-5406 202-225-3103 
Eric Massa (NY-29) 202-225-3161 202-226-6599 

Bobby Bright (AL-2) 202-225-2901 202-225-8913 

Betsy Markey (CO-4) 202-225-4676 202-225-5870 

Frank Kratovil, Jr. (MD-1) 202-225-5311 202-225-0254 

Mark Schauer (MI-7) 202-225-6276 202-225-6281 
Larry Kissell (NC-8) 202-225-3715 202-225-4036 
John Boccieri (OH-16) 202-225-3876 202-225-3059 
Earl Pomeroy (ND-at large) 202-225-2611 202-226-0893 
Travis Childers (MS-1) 202-225-4306 202-225-3549 
Walt Minnick (ID-1) 202-225-6611 202-225-3029 
Scott Murphy (NY-20)  202-225-5614 202-225-1168 
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Republicans 

  

Representative Phone Fax 
Frank Lucas (OK-3), Ranking 

Member 
202-225-5565 202-225-8698 

Bob Goodlatte (VA-6) 202-225-5431 202-225-9681 
Jerry Moran (KS-1) 202-225-2715 202-225-5124 

Timothy Johnson (IL-15) 202-225-2371 202-226-0791 
Sam Graves (MO-6) 202-225-7041 202-225-8221 
Mike Rogers (AL-3) 202-225-3261 202-226-8485 

Steve King (IA-5) 202-225-4426 202-225-3193 
Randy Neugebauer (TX-19) 202-225-4005 202-225-9615 

K. Michael Conaway (TX-11) 202-225-3605 202-225-1783 
Jeff Fortenberry (NE-1) 202-225-4806 202-225-5686 

Jean Schmidt (OH-2) 202-225-3164 202-225-1992 
Adrian Smith (NE-3) 202-225-6435 202-225-0207 
Robert Latta (OH-5) 202-225-6405 202-225-1985 

Phil Roe (TN-1) 202-225-6356 202-225-5714 
Blaine Luetkemeyer (MO-9) 202-225-2956 202-225-5712 

Glenn Thompson (PA-5) 202-225-5121 202-225-5796 
Bill Cassidy (LA-6) 202-225-3901 202-225-7313 

Cynthia Lummis (WY) 202-225-2311 202-225-3057 

  

  



 


