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Grant Recipient Spotlight

Kimberly Vargas is a high school student who wanted to raise organic pigs for her FFA (Future Farmers of America) 
project. Organic piglets are difficult to source, but with the help of the Future Organic Farmer Grant Fund and the 
CCOF Foundation, she was connected with an organic farmer who provided her with organic piglets and mentorship. 
Her goal is to compare the cost of organic versus conventional livestock rearing, and publish the results.

Kimberly Vargas  |  Littlerock, California 

In early 2014, Maple Wind Farm lost their barn to an electrical fire. This historic building was the heart of their organic 
vegetable and pasture-based livestock and poultry farm. The barn burned to the ground in less than three hours, but 
with help from the CCOF Foundation’s Bricmont Hardship Assistance Fund and their community, a new barn stands in 
its place today. 

Maple Wind Farm  |  Huntington, Vermont 



The Future Organic Farmer Grant Fund 
provides grants to students and teachers of 
organic agriculture. 

The Organic Training Institute partners with 
agricultural professionals to provide technical 
assistance to organic and prospective organic 
producers.

Why Buy Certified Organic? postcards help 
consumers make informed food choices by 
explaining the benefits of organic.

The Bricmont Hardship Assistance Fund offers 
direct financial assistance to organic operations 
that suffer losses due to extreme hardship.

PROGRAM IMPACT

2015	 4,500 teachers, students & their families
2016	 8,000 teachers, students & their families

PROGRAM IMPACT

2015	 500 trainees
2016	 500 trainees

PROGRAM IMPACT

2015	 20 organic operations
2016	 30 organic operations

PROGRAM IMPACT

2015	 130,000 consumers
2016	 200,000 consumers

Our Work

The CCOF Foundation envisions a world 
where organic is the norm.

We are training new organic farmers, supporting those who already farm organically, and reminding shoppers why they 
should always buy certified organic. 



Our Partners Donors
SUSTAINERS 
Bradmer Foods
Cascadian Farm Organic
CCOF, Inc. 
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Driscoll’s
Farm Aid
Frontier Co-op
Kashi 
Lauren and Eric Schiermeyer
Kelly and Brian Swette
National Co+op Grocers
Organic Valley
UNFI Foundation

SUPPORTERS 
Collotype Labels
eHarvestHub
HEW Charitable Foundation
Heath & Lejeune, Inc.
Lundberg Family Farms
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Navdep S. Sran - Organic Farms 
Noce daVero Farms, LLC
Plant Best, Inc. 
Sambrailo Packaging
Slow Food Los Angeles
Valent U.S.A. Corporation 

FRIENDS
Susan Barquist 
Cathy Calfo
Juan Pedro Chaires
Denis Conkey
Harpos Organics 
Charles Harris
Hubert Eugene Edrington 
Galen Fillmore
Fresalva Berry, LLC
Fresno Cooperative Raisin Growers, Inc.
Fuentes Berry Farms
Anita Gonzalez
Hale Akua Shangri-La, Inc. 
Neale Johnson Ranch
Ruth Madocks 
Catherine and Stephen Lindsay 
Todd Loomis 
TS Lemon Ranch
Pamela Letourneau
McGill Farms, Inc.
Mary Michela
MJA Cooling
Tom Nakashima
Pinter Farms
Allan Price
Rodriquez Farms, Inc.
Shawn Stone
Talbott Ranch
Vasquez Farm
Leon Winant
Susan and Jonathan Wittwer
El Zenzontle Organics Farms

Program Collaborators
We partner with more than 40 organizations throughout the country, including:

The Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association (ALBA)

ATTRA/The National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT)

The California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN) 

California FarmLink 

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA)

Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS)

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF)

Ecological Farming Association (EcoFarm) 

The Farmers Guild

National FFA Organization (Future Farmers of America)

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC)

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Organic Farming Research Foundation (OFRF)

Resource Conservation Districts

University of California Cooperative Extension

CCOF Foundation  
Board of Trustees
ALLEN HARTHORN 
Board Chair, Harpos Organic

LEE ALTIER, PH.D. 
California State University, Chico

KAREN ARCHIPLEY 
Archi’s Acres

PHIL LAROCCA 
LaRocca Vineyards

MALCOLM RICCI 
Bolthouse Farms

CCOF Foundation  
Staff Members
JESSY BECKETT PARR 
Foundation Program Manager

MADELAINE BAER 
Development Manager

MEAGHAN DONOVAN 
Program Assistant

TAMI WEISS 
Events Coordinator 

CATHY CALFO 
Executive Director/CEO

Thank you to the staff of CCOF, Inc. and CCOF Certification Services, LLC 
for your contributions to the Foundation mission.

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom partnered with us to 
provide K-8th grade teachers with resources to integrate organic curriculum 
into classrooms nationally.

The National FFA Organization helped us make grants to support high 
school students across the country who are pursuing organic-focused 
projects as a part of their agricultural education. 



Our Financials

CCOF Foundation Budget

2014

2015

2016
(Projected)

The Foundation operates cost-effectively as it shares general and administrative 
expenses with CCOF. This means more of your donation goes directly to organic 
farmers, educators, students, and consumers.

2015 Program Expenditures

Future Organic Farmer Grant Fund  (55%)

Bricmont Hardship Assistance Fund  (5%)

Consumer Education  (20%)

Organic Training Institute  (20%)

(Foundation inception)
$150,000

$300,000

$500,000

Why invest  
in organic? 
Investing in organic 
means investing 
in the health of 
our communities, 
economy, and the 
environment.

Supporting organic 
means supporting:

Climate change mitigation

Biodiversity, protecting 
water quality, and increasing 
the water retention of soil

Livestock raised without 
antibiotics, reducing risk of 
antibiotic resistance

Crops grown without 
synthetic pesticides and 
herbicides

Food produced without 
GMOs

Farmworker and consumer 
health

Economic growth and job 
creation



Help grow the future of organic.

LEARN MORE
Visit us at www.ccof.org/foundation.

DONATE 
Donate using the enclosed envelope or 
online at www.ccof.org/foundation. 	

STAY IN TOUCH
Call us at (831) 423-2263 or email 
Madelaine Baer at mbaer@ccof.org.

CCOF Foundation 
2155 Delaware Avenue, Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Invest in organic by joining the CCOF Foundation.

CCOForganic CCOForganic

Thank you to our grant recipients for allowing us to take and share their photos and stories.


